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NU KUO  (KINGDOM OP WOMEN)
(" Sui shu," Bk. 83.) "The Kingdom of Women is south of
the Tsung-ling mountains.1 In this country the sovereign is a
woman ; her family name is Su-pi. . . . The queen's husband is
called Chin-tsu?2 but he has nothing to do with the government
of the state. The men of this country fight its wars. The
capital is on a mountain, and is five or six H square. There are
ten thousand families (in the kingdom). The sovereign lives in a
nine-storied house, and has several hundred female attendants.
Every fifth, day there is a council of state. There is also a " little
queen" (Jisiao Nii-wang}, the two together ruling the kingdom.
As to its customs, the women hold in light esteem their husbands,
nor are they jealous. Both men and women paint their faces
with different colored clays; every day or so they change (the
color). All the people arrange (or cover) their hair. They wear
rawhide boots. They have a system of taxation, but on no fixed
basis. The climate is very cold, and they live by the chase.
The country produces tou-sJkih? cinnabar, musk, yak, fast horses
({sun ma)j striped horses ($Jni wm), and salt,4 in great abundance,
which they carry to India and make great profit by the trade
They have often waged war with Hindustan and the T'ang-
hsiangr. When their queen dies they collect a large sum in gold
coins, and then seek in the clan of the deceased for two women
of ability, one to be queen, the other to be the * little queen.'
" When a wealthy person dies they remove the skin of the body
and put the flesh and bones mixed with gold dust in a va& and
bury it. After a year they put (the remains together with) the
skin in an iron vase and bury it.
" They usually address their prayers to devils (Asura, Q-hsiu-lo)
and to the gods. At New Year's they sacrifice men or monkeys,
and then go into the mountains and pray until a bird like a
hen pheasant comes and perches on the diviner's hand. He splits
open the bird's crop and examines it. If there is grain in it the
1 From the text of the " T*ang shn ** we     Suvarna $otra, a Sanskrit name meaning
learn that by this is to be ni^rstoodthat     "Golden family."'
the Nil taio embraced all northern TibeC        3 A kind of "copper ore containing gold,
2 Meaning **gold gathered together.*1        * Probably by salt "borax** masfc be
Of. the account of the   "T>ang shn,"     understood. Tineal is still exported from
which says that the family name was     Tibet to India.